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“ A makerspace is a 
collaborative work space… for 

making, learning, exploring 
and sharing that uses high tech

to no tech tools. 
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WHAT IS A MAKERSPACE?

https://www.makerspaces.com/what-is-a-makerspace/



Digitization 
Makerspace is…

For today’s purposes, 
the definition of a
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PATRON WORKSTATION 
 Computer with extra desk area
 Flatbed scanner
 Software
 Instructions
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Sounds pretty simple, right?  
But it requires thought and preparation!
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WHAT COULD IT BE USED FOR?

✖Photos
✖Documents
✖ Slides/Negatives

SCANNING SAVING SHARING
✖USB drives
✖Cloud storage
✖Preservation / 

Digital repair

✖Physical media
✖ Social media
✖Genealogy website
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BUT WOULD IT BE USED?

 FIRST - Visit with staff members

 Talk to patrons who are interested in 
genealogy or local history
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BUT WOULD IT BE USED?
 Connect with a local history 

organization

 Consider partnering with a local 
service organization

 Remember that any new program 
takes time and effort for success!



DO I HAVE TO BE AN EXPERT?

10

No, but…
One library staff member should be designated 
as ‘project lead’

This person should have a good working 
knowledge of scanning and photo editing

It’s an advantage if other staff members have 
some basic knowledge



DO I HAVE TO BE AN EXPERT?
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How-to instructions should be easily available 
to patrons, whether in print or as desktop 
shortcuts

Put a copyright notice on the scanner! 



DO I HAVE TO BE AN EXPERT?
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Make it clear from the outset that staff 
assistance is limited – this is SELF SERVE

Advise that patrons may need to research 
specific topics on their own (and point the way)

Some patrons may want to bring an ‘assistant’, 
which could be a good thing!



WHAT WILL I NEED? ($$)
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 A distinct workspace (dedicated?)
 Computer - not Chromebox
 Robust antivirus to auto-scan USB devices

 Flatbed scanner 
 ex. Epson Perfection V600 ($230)

 Software
 Photoshop Elements (TechSoup $30)
 includes Premiere Elements video editing



WHAT WILL I NEED? (      )
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 Policy development/guidelines
 Time limits?  Advance scheduling?
 Expectations of staff assistance

 Staff training 
 Personal practice time
 Share at staff meeting?

 Instructions
 Step-by-step for beginners
 Hardware/software



WHAT WOULD THEY NEED? (     )
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 Their own…
 Pictures
 Documents

 Slides
 Negatives

 File storage

 USB drive
 Cloud storage

 Time



HOW DO I GET THE WORD OUT? (     )
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 Start with patrons (identify an ‘influencer’)
 Social media
 “Can you identify…?” campaign – photos 

of local businesses, events, people
 Partner with local organizations
 Plan an event
 ‘Rollout party’ or Scanning Day
 Collaborative local history



Questions?

17



Scanning 
Demonstration

18



Basic Photo Editing 
Demonstration
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MORE INFORMATION
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“Digitization Makerspace Resources”
document for links to:

• Suggested Purchases
• Desktop Shortcuts
• Printables
• Information for Librarians 



MORE INFORMATION
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MORE INFORMATION
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Printable files for instant reference



MORE INFORMATION

24

Complete documentation for the 
SCKLS Digital Library Initiative is freely available online at 

https://digitalsckls.info/documentation

https://digitalsckls.info/documentation


Find free information  (printable, some with ads) at
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/

MORE INFORMATION
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https://www.familytreemagazine.com/


MORE INFORMATION
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“Tips on Saving 
Files”

document
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Presentation template by SlidesCarnival

Questions?  Ideas?

mailto:sharon@sckls.info
http://www.slidescarnival.com/


How to build a 
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